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MESSAGE FROM THE  
DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS 

This pamphlet has been developed as a guideline 
regarding NCAA legislation governing alumni 
and friends of member institutions. The NCAA 
views anyone who is an alumnus, supporter or 
friend of UNC Asheville as a representative of  
the athletic interests of the university. As such, 

you are bound by the NCAA rules just as are coaches and other 
athletic administrators and staff.  This publication summarizes 
rules and regulations involving situations encountered by 
alumni and friends, and requests your assistance in complying 
with this legislation. By assisting the university in rules com-
pliance, you are adding to the integrity of Bulldog athletics.  

As a member of the NCAA and the Big South Conference, The 
University of North Carolina Asheville is responsible for the 
actions of its alumni and fans along with its coaches, staff, and 
student-athletes. Your efforts to follow this legislation are 
greatly appreciated because violations could:  affect the eligi-
bility of the involved student-athlete, result in NCAA penalties 
being imposed on the institution, and lead to restrictions re-
garding your involvement in the institution’s athletics program.   

Please take a few moments to review the information. If you 
have any questions about the content or for that matter, any 
questions regarding NCAA or Big South Conference rules, 
please contact our Compliance Office.  Thank you for your 
continued support of UNC Asheville 
Athletics. 
 

Go Bulldogs, 
Janet R. Cone 
Director of Athletics 
   

       



MISSION STATEMENT 

UNC Asheville is a distinctive public liberal 
arts institution. The Department of Athletics 
seeks to sponsor a competitive, broad-based, 
fiscally-sound and ethically responsible NCAA 
Division I athletics program.  
 
The hallmarks of our athletics program are 

compassion, fairness, honesty, respect, responsibility, and sportsmanship. 
Adhering to these values helps create a culture of excellence that empha-
sizes academics, community service, inclusion, and integrity for our fans, 
staff, and student-athletes. A successful, well-run athletics program also 
builds pride in and support for the University among the citizens of 
Asheville and Buncombe County and among students, faculty, staff, and 
alumni.  
 
Our focus is on the development of our student-athletes as “Champions 
in Athletics and Leaders in Life”, starting from recruitment and continu-
ing beyond graduation. Our expectation is that the combination of a 
strong, liberal arts education combined with multi-dimensional athletics 
experiences will foster long-term community and professional accom-
plishments by our student-athletes after they graduate. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF  
ATHLETICS INTEREST 

 

A “representative of athletics interest”, is an 
individual, independent agency, corporate en-
tity (e.g., apparel or equipment manufacturer) or other organization 
known (or should have been known) by a member of the institution’s 
executive or athletics administration to (NCAA Bylaw 13.02.14): 
 

1. Have participated in or to be a member of an agency or organization promot-
ing the institution’s intercollegiate athletics program; 

2. Have made financial contributions to the athletics department or an athletics 
booster organization of that institution; 

3. Be assisting or to have been requested (by the athletics department staff) to 
assist in the recruitment of prospective student-athletes; 

4. Be assisting or to have assisted in providing benefits to enrolled student-
athletes or their families; or 

5. Have been involved otherwise in promoting the institution’s athletics pro-
gram. 
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It is important to note that once an individual, 
independent agency, corporate entity or other organization 
is identified as such a representative the person, 
independent agency, corporate entity or other organization 
retains that identity indefinitely (13.02.14.1). 
 
Only coaches and athletics department staff 

members can be involved in the recruiting process. All “Athletics 
representatives” who are not employees of The University of North Carolina 
Asheville are prohibited from contacting a prospective student-athlete by 
telephone, letter or in-person, on– or off– campus, for the purpose of encouraging 
participation in athletics at The University of North Carolina Asheville. 
 

Any “representative of athletics interests” shall not be 
involved, directly or indirectly, in making arrangements for or giving 
or offering to give any financial aid or other benefits to a prospective student-
athlete or his or her relatives or friends, other than expressly permitted by NCAA 
regulations(13.2.1). 
 
 

Specifically prohibited financial aid, benefits and arrangements 
include, but are not limited to, the following (13.2.1.1): 
 
 

1. An employment arrangement for a prospective student-athlete’s relatives; 
 

2. Gift of clothing or equipment; 
 

3. Cosigning of loans; 
 

4. Providing loans to a prospective student-athlete’s relatives or friends; 
 

5. Cash or like items; 
 

6. Any tangible items, including merchandise; 
 

7. Free or reduced-cost services, rentals or purchases of any type; 
 

8. Free or reduced-cost housing; 
 

9. Use of an institution’s athletics equipment (e.g., for a high school all-star  
game); 

 

10. Sponsorship of or arrangement for an awards banquet for high school, 
preparatory school or two-year college athletes by an institution, 
representatives of its athletics interests or its 
alumni groups or booster clubs; and 

 

11. Expenses for academic services (e.g., tutoring, 
test preparation) to assist in the completion of 
initial-eligibility or transfer-eligibility 
requirements or improvement of the 
prospective student-athlete’s academic profile 
in conjunction with a waiver request. 

 
 

RULES GOVERNING RECRUITING  
AND EXTRA BENEFITS 

  GO DOGS 



GAMBLING 

CONSEQUENCES OF NCAA VIOLATIONS 

Institutions are required by NCAA to notify “representatives of athletics 
interest” of consequences regarding rules violations. “Representatives of 
athletics interest” participation in non-permissible activities outlined by 
the NCAA could result in any of the following: 
 
1. A prospect being declared ineligible to represent The University of 

North Carolina Asheville. 
2. A student-athlete being declared ineligible to compete for The Uni-

versity of North Carolina Asheville. 
3. An entire team being declared ineligible to compete in Big South 

Conference or NCAA competition.  
4. Disassociation of booster with the 

institution and the loss of season 
ticket privileges. 

 
 

Bulldogs 
The following individuals shall not know-
ingly participate in sports wagering activities 
or provide information to individuals in-
volved in or associated with any type of 
sports wagering activities concerning inter-
collegiate, amateur or professional athletics 
competition (10.3): 
 
1. Staff members of an institution’s athletics 

department; 
 

2. Non-athletics department staff members 
who have responsibilities within or over 
the athletics department (e.g., chancellor 
or president, faculty athletics representa-
tive, individual to whom athletics reports); 

 

3. Staff members of a conference office; and 
 

4. Student-athletes. 



Q: May I call or write a prospect to let him or her know they would be a 
good fit for The University of North Asheville? 
 

A: No. Only The University of North Carolina Asheville coaches may call or 
write a prospect after specific dates established by the NCAA. 
 
Q: May a student-athlete’s name or picture be used to directly or indirectly 
advertise, recommend or promote the sale or use of a commercial product or 
service? 
 

A: No. Such activity would jeopardize the eligibility of the student-athlete. The 
NCAA membership has always maintained that student-athletes must not be 
involved in the promotion of a commercial  product.  
 
Q: Is it permissible for athletics representatives to provide enrolled student-
athletes a home-cooked meal? 
 

A: Yes, provided it is on an “occasional” basis and such meals are not at a 
restaurant. All requests must receive prior approval from the Athletics 
Department. A student-athlete or the entire team in a sport may receive an 
occasional meal from a representative of athletics interests on infrequent and 
special occasions under the following conditions (16.11.1.5):  
(a) The meal may only be provided in an individual’s home, on campus or at a facility that 

is regularly used for home competition and may be catered; and  
(b) A representative of the institution’s athletics interest may provide reasonable local 

transportation to student-athletes to attend the meal function only if the meal function is 
at the home of that representative. 

 

Q: Is The University of North Carolina Asheville responsible for the acts of 
Bulldog Athletic Association members? 
 

A: Yes. Boosters are governed by the same NCAA and institutional rules and 
regulations as those placed on all institutional athletics staff members. 
 
Q: Can I provide discounts or credits to student-athletes? 
 

A: No. Student-athletes may not receive discounts or credits on a purchase or 
service from a booster club member. 
 
Q: Is it permissible for an athletics representative to provide summer 
employment for student –athletes? 
 

A: Yes. Compensation must be paid only for work actually performed and at a 
rate commensurate with the going rate in that locality for services of like 
character. Such employment should be arranged through the Athletics 
Department. 
 

Frequently Asked 
Questions 
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As a member of the NCAA, the university is responsible for the 
actions of its alumni and fans. Because of the complexity of 
NCAA rules, even the best-intended action on your part may be a 
violation. Therefore, please contact the UNC Asheville Athletics 
Department for proper interpretations in specific cases.  
 
This information as well as a monthly compliance newsletter 
Rocky’s Rules, is also available on our website 
www.uncabulldogs.com under the heading compliance. 
  
If you have specific situations or questions that require additional 
interpretations or further information, contact: 
 
Janet R. Cone,  
The University of North Carolina Asheville 
Director of Athletics 
828/251-6922 
jcone@unca.edu 
 
 
Terri Brne,  
The University of North Carolina Asheville 
Associate Athletics Director for Internal Affairs 
828/251-6930 
tbrne@unca.edu 
 

Remember — Ask Before  
You Act!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The University of North Carolina Asheville 
Athletics Department 

One University Heights 
Justice Center, CPO#2600 
Asheville NC 28804-8513 

 
Phone: 828-251-6459 

Fax: 828-251-6386 
Email: www.uncabulldogs.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


