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Vision
 UNC Asheville Athletics develops “Champions in Athletics, Leaders for Life.”

Our Mission Statement
 UNC Asheville Athletics exists to provide our University with an exemplary NCAA Division I Athletics Program that 
champions the University’s Mission and Strategic Plan, which creates an environment where student-athletes can pursue 
their academic, athletic, and lifelong goals, and that connects our internal and external constituents and communities. 

Core Values

 UNC Asheville Athletics leads in life and wins in athletics by: 
	 •	Demonstrating	Integrity	-	Bulldogs	do	what	is	right.
	 •	Being	Servant	Leaders	-	Bulldogs	care	about	and	help	others	achieve	their	dreams.
	 •	Being	Creative	and	Working	Hard	-	Bulldogs	succeed	with	less.
	 •	Fostering	a	Culture	of	Respect	-	Bulldogs	honor,	uphold,	and	promote	sportsmanship,	citizenship,	equity,	and	inclusiveness.	

u Letter from Janet R. Cone, Director of Athletics

Dear Bulldogs, 

We are pleased to present this year’s Department of Athletics Annual Report.  We thank 
you for your continued support of the student-athletes who proudly wear a Bulldog 
uniform.  I have witnessed some very exciting moments in the 2013-14 season and I look 
forward to many more in the coming year. This document outlines our many impressive 
accomplishments and confirms that we are a thriving athletics program which is 
dedicated to providing our Bulldogs with the vital resources necessary to succeed 
academically and athletically in the Big South Conference.

You know first-hand that we want to compete and win championships in all of our 15 
NCAA Division I Sports, graduate every Bulldog, and provide a comprehensive 
experience for each student-athlete.

We are committed to working hard, caring about others, making the right choices, and 
being creative.  We hope that you are proud to be associated with our program and will 
continue to assist us with achieving more wins, engaging more friends, and securing 
more resources. 

This is a great time to be a part of the UNC Asheville Athletics community and once 
again I thank you for your continued support in helping us “Develop Champions in
Athletics and Leaders for Life” and for making a difference in the lives of our Bulldog 
Student-Athletes.  Your continued support is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely,

Janet R. Cone 
Senior Administrator for University Enterprises & Director of Athletics 

Dear Bulldogs,

We are pleased to present the 2014-15 Athletics Annual Report and 
want to thank you for your “Bold” support of the student-athletes who 
proudly wear the Bulldog uniform.  We shared some very exciting mo-
ments throughout the year, and this document provides a summary of a 
few of our many impressive accomplishments.  These highlights prove 
that we are a thriving athletics program that is dedicated to providing 
our Bulldogs with the vital resources necessary to succeed academi-
cally and athletically in the Big South Conference.  

You know first-hand that we want to compete and win championships 
in all of our 15 NCAA Division I Sports, graduate every Bulldog, and provide a championship experience for all 
our student-athletes and fans.  We are committed to working hard, caring about others, making the right choices, 
and being creative.  We hope that you are proud to be associated with our program and will continue to assist us 
with achieving more wins, engaging more friends, and securing more resources.

Asheville is Our Town, and the Bulldogs are Our Team, and with your continued support in helping to “Develop 
Champions in Athletics and Leaders for Life”  we will make a difference in the lives of our Bulldog Student-
Athletes.  Thanks again for all that you do for the Bulldogs.
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u 2014-15:  The Year In Review

Men’s	&	Women’s	Cross	Country
Standing:  Men 5rd, Women 6th
 Both cross country programs advanced to the NCAA 
Southeastern Regional following their performances at 
the Big South Championships last fall.  At the Big South 
Championships, junior Erin Dalton and sophomore Sarah 
Heisner earned Big South All-Conference honors for the 
second straight year.  The Bulldogs lose just one senior 
on the men’s side and two seniors off the women’s roster, 
but	return	the	bulk	of	their	teams	heading	into	2015.		The	
women’s	team	was	honored	for	their	work	in	the	class-
room	by	the	U.S.	Track	&	Field	and	Cross	Country	Coach-
es Association following the season.

Men’s Soccer
Overall:  5-9-3  Conference:  3-4-2  Standing:  6th
	 Our	men’s	soccer	team	finished	the	regular	season	
with	four	consecutive	wins	to	qualify	for	the	Big	South	
Conference	Championship.		Senior	goalkeeper	Dan	Jack-
son gave his team a chance to win each game, leading the 
nation in total saves and saves per game, which earned 

him	the	conference’s	Defensive	Player	of	the	Week	award	
twice.  The highlight of the season was Victor Aguiar’s two 
stunning	goals	in	the	season	finale	against	Campbell.		A	new	
era of UNC Asheville men’s soccer began in February with 
the introduction of Mathes Mennell as the new head coach.

Women’s	Soccer
Overall:  10-9-1  Conference:  4-5-1  Standing:  7th
 The women’s soccer team enjoyed its best season 
under	head	coach	Michelle	Demko	as	the	Bulldogs	posted	
their	first	winning	season	and	the	most	wins	for	the	
program since 2006 campaign.  A pair of Bulldogs received 
post-season	recognition.		Senior	midfielder	Amanda	Dailer	
earned	First	Team	All-Conference	honors	after	breaking	
the school’s single-season assist record, while freshman 
Caroline	Houser	took	home	Freshman	of	the	Year	hon-
ors after netting a team-best six goals.  Asheville posted 
impressive wins over league-leading Coastal Carolina and 
a	double-overtime	thriller	against	Gardner-Webb	which	
the	Bulldogs	had	to	win	to	make	the	Big	South	Conference	
Championship.

Volleyball
Overall:  8-22  Conference:  4-10  Standing: 9th
 UNC Asheville volleyball had a tough season in 2014 
with a young roster that featured seven freshman on the 
roster.  In conference play, three of the team’s four wins 
came on the road, including a stunning three-set victory at 
Liberty	on	the	final	weekend	of	the	season.		Junior	Chris-
tine	Lakatos	was	named	to	the	Big	South	All-Academic	
team	for	her	work	in	the	classroom	and	on	the	court,	and	
will be one of four rising seniors to lead the team in 2015.

Women’s	Swimming
Overall:  4-5  Standing:  7th
 In just its third year of existance, the women’s swim-
ming program has continued to improve each season 
under	head	coach	Elizabeth	Lykins,	seeing	their	results	in	
competition and total number of swimmers on the roaster 
progress yearly.  Our team competes in the Coastal Col-
legiate	Swimming	Association	and	finished	in	7th	place	at	
the	2015	championships,	their	highest	finish	in	program’s	
short history.  The program also excels in the classroom as 
it	has	been	honored	for	five	straight	semesters	as	a	Scholar	
All-American team by the College Swim Coaches Associa-
tion of America. 

Men’s	Basketball
Overall:  15-16  Conference:  10-8  Standing:  6th 
 After nearly a decade of success in the Big South Con-
ference,	the	men’s	basketball	team	faced	a	barrage	of	inju-
ries throughout last season.  The Bulldogs played in front of 
television audiences eight times in 2014-2015, including 

five	national	TV	games	on	the	American	Sports	Network	
and ESPNU. In addition, the Bulldogs were featured on 
ESPN3 internet broadcasts four times.  Asheville was only 
Big South school selected to host two ESPNU contests, as 
the Bulldogs hosted conference foes Coastal Carolina and 
High	Point	in	front	of	a	packed	and	rowdy	house	inside	
Kimmel Arena.  Giacomo Zilli was named the Big South’s 
Scholar-Athlete	of	the	Year,	the	first	ever	men’s	basketball	
player from Asheville to receive that honor,  and Kevin Van-
natta was named to the conference’s All-Freshman team 
following	his	first	campaign.	

 
Women’s	Basketball
Overall:  9-22  Conference:  7-13  Standing:  8th
 Just two years removed from a two-win season, the 
women’s	basketball	team	opened	Big	South	Conference	
play with three straight wins and played a pair of highly 
contested games against conference champion and NCAA 
tournament team Liberty, i ncluding a four-point loss in 
Lynchburg	late	in	the	season.		Two	of	Asheville’s	five	seniors	
–	Jeannie	Buckner	and	Leah	Wormack	–	each	added	to	the	
team’s recent run of medical students when the pair were 
accepted to continue their studies in medical school, join-
ing	former	Bulldog	Grace	Blaylock	in	donning	the	white	lab	
coats and continuing their educations.

Shelby Erickson

Kevin Vannatta
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Men’s	and	Women’s	Track	and	Field
Indoor:  Women 9th, Men 10th  Outdoor:  Women 8th, Men 9th
	 Both	the	men’s	and	women’s	track	and	field	teams	had	
some great individual moments throughout the indoor and 
outdoor seasons.  Numerous new personal bests were set 
by	individuals	week	by	week,	and	several	Bulldogs	contin-
ued	to	improve	in	their	events.		Argia	Gibson	finished	in	
second place in the women’s long jump in the conference’s 
outdoor championships, while Kelsie Rubino grabbed a 
fourth	place	finish	in	the	outdoor	meet	after	a	pair	of	
top-10	finishes	in	the	indoor	championships.		On	the	
men’s	side,	four	different	Bulldogs	turned	in	top-10	finishes	
across the indoor and outdoor championships. 

Women’s	Tennis
Overall:  13-8  Conference:  3-6  Standing:  6th
 The UNC Asheville women’s tennis team enjoyed its 
third straight winning season in 2015, and had a strong 
home	record,	finishing	with	an	8-3	record	on	their	home	
courts.		The	Bulldogs	won	their	first	six	matches	of	the	
season	and	won	10	of	their	first	11	matches	as	they	en-
joyed their best start to a season in school history.  After 
graduating three seniors in May, Lise Gregory’s club will 
look	to	reload	and	continue	their	recent	successes	next	
season.  In addition, women’s tennis was given a National 
Public Recognition Award for their outstanding APR (Aca-
demic Progress Report). 

Men’s Tennis
Overall:  11-8  Conference:  3-5  Standing:  7th
 The Bulldog men’s tennis team opened the 2015 
season	on	a	tear,	winning	eight	of	their	first	10	matches	
on	their	way	to	finishing	the	year	with	an	8-1	record	in	
non-conference play.  Almost all of the Bulldog lineup will 
return next season, as the team lost just two seniors to 
graduation in May.  This team excels in the classroom, as 
Daniel	Kripak	was	named	to	the	All-Academic	team	and,	as	
a team, men’s tennis was given a National Public Recogni-
tion Award for their outstanding APR (Academic Progress 
Report).

Baseball 
Overall:  21-34  Conference:  5-19  Standing:  11th  
 Our baseball team entered a new era in 2015 as 
Scott	Friedholm	notched	his	first	campaign	as	head	of	the	
Bulldogs.		The	Bulldogs	won	20+	games	for	the	first	time	
in	three	years,	and	finished	2015	with	a	winning	record	
in non-conference play.  A pair of seniors led the way for 
the team, with Tommy Houmard and Hunter Bryant both 
named	All-Conference	after	the	season,	the	first	Bulldogs	
to earn that distinction since 2012.  The Bulldogs were also 

solid	defensively,	finishing	the	year	ranked	in	the	Top-20	
nationally in total double plays and double plays per game 
average. 

u Champions in Athletics, Leaders for Life

Giacomo	Zilli	-	Men’s	Basketball	
Udine, Italy
 Sophomore center Giacomo Zilli was named Big South 
Scholar-Athlete	of	the	Year	for	his	work	in	the	classroom	and	
on	the	court.	Zilli	becomes	the	first	men’s	basketball	player	
to ever be named Scholar-Athlete of the Year at Asheville. He 
carries a 3.95 GPA and is majoring in economics. Zilli appeared 
in 24 contests this season, including 18 starts, and averaged 
5.4	points	and	4.3	rebounds	while	contributing	18	blocks.		The	
Udine,	Italy	native	shot	55	percent	from	the	field,	and	in-
creased his averages to 7.1 points and 4.4 boards in Big South 
Conference games.  

Paige	Love	-	Women’s	Basketball	
North Wilkesboro, North Carolina
	 Women’s	basketball	player	Paige	Love	represented	UNC	
Asheville and the Big South Conference at the National Asso-
ciation	of	Collegiate	Women	Athletics	Administrators’	(NAC-
WAA)	Women’s	Leadership	Symposium	in	Baltimore	in	May.	
Selected from applicants across the country, the rising senior 
was	awarded	the	opportunity	to	network	with	and	receive	
valuable information from multiple women who are successful 
leaders in athletics.  Love learned about goal setting, personal-
ity	identification,	and	personal	brand	management,		while	gain-
ing insight into professionalism as well as aid in the transition 
from player to what she hopes is a career in coaching.

Caroline	Houser	-	Women’s	Soccer	
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
	 	Women’s	soccer	player	Caroline	Houser	was	named	
Big South Conference Freshman of the Year by the league’s 
coaches in October.  Houser earned a spot on the league’s 
All-Conference second team and is a member of the Big South 
All-Freshman team.  The Chapel Hill native led Asheville in 
goals scored with six and was second on the team in points 
with	16.		She	led	the	team	in	shots	taken	with	66	and	scored	
the game-winning goal against Coastal Carolina on Oct. 18 at 
Greenwood Field.  Houser was one of three players to start 
and	play	all	19	times	this	year	for	the	Blue	&	White.

Hunter Bryant
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u Champions in Athletics, Leaders for Life

Tommy Houmard - Baseball
Greenville, North Carolina
 Tommy Houmard enjoyed one of the best seasons a Bull-
dog baseball player has had in recent history.  The senior was 
named	to	First	Team	All-Conference,	the	first	all-conference	
baseball	honor	for	any	Bulldog	since	2012	and	he	was	the	first	
Asheville	player	named	to	the	conference’s	first	team	since	
the 2008 season.  In addition, Houmard was also a national 
semifinalist	for	the	Brooks	Wallace	Award,	given	annually	to	
the	nation’s	top	shortstop.		A	member	of	the	final	class	of	the	
North Carolina Teaching Fellows program, the senior started 
and played in all 55 Asheville games this season.  He notched 
22 multi-hit games in 2015, seven multi-RBI games and two 
separate	21-game	reached	base	streaks	to	end	his	career	for	
the	Blue	and	White.	

Jeannie	Buckner/Leah	Wormack	-	
Women’s	Basketball
Johns Island, South Carolina / Cumberland, Maryland
	 UNC	Asheville	senior	women’s	basketball	players	Jeannie	
Buckner	and	Leah	Wormack	both	excelled	on	the	court	and	in	
the	classroom.		Buckner,	a	forward	from	John’s	Island,	S.C.,	who	
studied cell and molecular biology and minored in neuroscience, 
has already gained admission to the Medical University of South 
Carolina	in	Charleston.		Wormack,	a	center	from	Cumberland,	
Md., also has gained medical school acceptance and is in the 
decision-making	process	about	next	steps	after	recently	com-
pleting her undergraduate studies in biochemistry.  The duo join 
another	former	women’s	basketball	player,	Grace	Blaylock,	who	
graduated in 2013 with magna cum laude honors, and recently 
completed her second year at Virginia Tech Carilion School of 
Medicine.

Dan	Jackson	-	Men’s	Soccer
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
	 Goalkeeper	Dan	Jackson	put	himself	on	the	national	map	
- literally - with his play between the posts last fall.  The senior 
finished	his	final	campaign	as	the	national	leader	in	total	saves	
for the season with 118, and he also led the country with a 
6.94 saves per game average.  He was named to the Big South 
All-Conference second team following the season and also 
earned	Big	South	Defensive	Player	of	the	Week	honors	twice	
during	the	year.		Jackson	was	one	of	31	Bulldog	student-ath-
letes who received their deplomas in May.

u 2014-15:  Top Stories

Bulldogs	Add	ingWomen’s	Golf	
Breanne R. Hall named as First Coach
 
 Director of Athletics Janet R. Cone announced on May 
11 that UNC Asheville will add women’s golf in the 2016-
17 academic year and will compete as a member of the 
Big South Conference.  The announcement came as part of 
the Our Turn to Play Luncheon in the Kimmel Arena at the 
Wilma	M.	Sherrill	Center.
  “UNC Asheville is committed to increasing opportu-
nities for female student-athletes,” Cone said.  “Based on 
months	of	study	and	with	the	strong	financial	backing	of	our	
Women’s	Golf	Committee	and	key	partners	such	as	The	
Cliffs,	we	determined	that	women’s	golf	would	be	a	good	fit	
for our athletic program.  The large number of talented ju-
nior and high school players in our region, the many world-
class golf courses in our immediate area, and the number of 
successful local golf events such as the LPGA Symetra Tour 
and LPGA Girls Golf Academy, all played into our decision. 
Thanks	to	the	generosity	of	community	and	corporate	lead-
ers, women’s golf will have the resources to become com-
petitive in the Big South Conference in a short time frame.”
		 “We	are	excited	to	announce	the	addition	of	women’s	
golf to our Bulldog athletics,” said UNC Asheville Chan-
cellor Mary K. Grant. “It demonstrates our dedication to 
expanding	opportunities	for	our	student-athletes	and	links	
UNC Asheville closer to several community partners and 
supporters who have stepped forward as part of this team 

effort.		We	look	forward	to	becoming	a	strong	player	both	
in the Big South and in the Asheville golf community.”
 Cone also announced that Breanne R. Hall has been 
hired	as	the	university’s	first	women’s	golf	coach.		Hall	pres-
ently serves as the director of golf instruction at Mountain 
Air Country Club.
	 “I	am	honored	and	excited	to	become	the	first	Head	
Women’s	Golf	Coach	at	UNC	Asheville	and	look	forward	
to building a competitive and successful program,” said Hall.  
“As a PGA Professional and former collegiate golfer, it is 
very exciting to see the game of golf continue to grow and 
more opportunities become available for female student-
athletes.”
	 A	Michigan	native,	Hall	became	the	first	amateur	to	
win	the	Women’s	Michigan	Open	Golf	Tournament	in	2003.	
She is a 2004 graduate and former collegiate golfer at the 
University of Toledo and received a bachelor’s degree in 
organizational	management	after	being	a	member	of	the	
Mid-American	Conference	Honor	Roll.		Hall	also	worked	as	
the	head	golf	professional	at	the	Grove	Park	Inn	Resort	and	
is	a	PGA	instructor.		She	is	presently	working	to	complete	
her	LPGA	teaching	certificate.
		 Women’s	golf	will	become	UNC	Asheville’s	ninth	
women’s sport and 16th NCAA Division I athletic program. 
The last sport added was women’s swimming in 2012-13. 
The golf team will practice and compete at various local golf 
courses	including	The	Cliffs	at	Walnut	Cove.

Chancellor Mary K. Grant, Head Coach Breanne Hall, AD Janet Cone
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u 2014-15:  Top Stories u 2014-15:  Top Stories

Mike	Gore	Retires	
Served UNC Asheville Nearly 30 Years
 
	 Mike	Gore	retired	on	April	1.	Gore,	the	Bulldogs’	
Associate Athletic Director for External Affairs, has been 
a	fixture	in	the	Asheville	athletic	department	since	1986,	
serving as the liaison with the media and handling all 
media-related activities concerning the athletic depart-
ment for 29 years.
 “On behalf of the entire Bulldog Family, I want to 
thank	Mike	for	his	many	years	of	unselfish,	loyal,	and	
dedicated service to our student-athletes, coaches, and 
staff,” stated Director of Athletics Janet R. Cone. “His 
remarkable	tenure	at	UNC	Asheville	has	been	filled	with	
many Bulldog achievements, and his contributions to our 
community, University, and athletics department cannot be 
measured.		We	wish	him	and	Lisa	the	best	on	his	retire-
ment and are grateful for their life-long commitment and 
friendship to the Bulldogs.”
 Student-athletes, coaches and others in the athletic 
department and university have come and gone, but the 
one	constant	at	UNC	Asheville	has	been	Mike	Gore.
 “I have been incredibly fortunate to spend most of 
my	professional	career	at	a	wonderful	school	like	UNC	
Asheville, a school that does athletics the way it should be 
across	the	board.	I	have	worked	with	great	coaches,	great	
administrators	and	amazing	student-athletes	for	29	years,”	
Gore said.
	 “The	decision	to	retire	is	at	this	time	a	difficult	one	
but at this time in my life, it’s time to spend more time 
with	my	amazing	wife	Lisa	and	enjoy	life	at	a	little	slower	
pace,” he continued. “I’ve been to every home men’s 
basketball	game	for	the	past	29	years.		That	won’t	change	
next year. I’ll just be sitting in a different seat. I plan to be 
stay active with UNC Asheville and Bulldog athletics but in 
a different role.”

Men’s	Basketball	Heading	to	Alaska
Bulldogs to take part in Great Alaska Shootout
 
	 The	UNC	Asheville	men’s	basketball	team	has	made	its	
Thanksgiving	plans	as	the	team	will	participate	in	the	2015	
GCI	Great	Alaska	Shootout,	with	the	University	of	Alaska	
Anchorage	announcing	the	tournament	field	in	April.
 The oldest continuously running in-season college 
basketball	tournament	in	the	nation,	the	Shootout	is	set	for	
November	24-28	at	the	Alaska	Airlines	Center.
 The Bulldogs will be one of seven visiting men’s teams 
joining	the	University	of	Alaska	Anchorage	in	the	38th	edi-
tion	of	the	college	basketball	showcase,	and	they	are	one	of	
six	teams	who	will	be	making	their	Great	Alaska	Shootout	
debut in 2015.
	 “We	are	excited	to	be	part	of	the	2015	Great	Alaska	
Shootout	and	have	a	chance	to	compete	against	quality	pro-
grams	from	across	the	country,”	Bulldog	head	coach	Nick	
McDevitt said. “The tournament has a tremendous history 
and	we	look	forward	to	having	a	great	experience	on	and	off	
the court.”
 In addition to Asheville and the host Seawolves, the 
field	also	features	Drexel,	Loyola	(Ill.),	Middle	Tennessee,	San	
Diego, San Jose State and Toledo. Including NCAA Division 
II member-UAA, four of the eight programs posted winning 
records in 2014-2015, while San Diego and UNC Asheville 
were each just one game under .500.

Bulldogs Receive National Exposure
Kimmel Arena and Basketball Programs on National TV 
	 The	UNC	Asheville	men’s	and	women’s	basketball	
teams,	as	well	as	the	Wilma	Sherrill	Center,	Kimmel	Arena,	
the UNC Asheville campus and the city of Asheville were 
visable to a national television audience several times dur-
ing the 2014-15 seasons. 
	 The	men’s	team	was	on	national	TV	five	times	on	
ESPNU	and	the	American	Sports	Network,	while	the	men’s	

nad women’s teams were featured online via ESPN3 on 
seven total occasions. 
 The Bulldogs’ hosted ESPNU and the national TV audi-
ence at home in January against Coastal Carolina and in 
February against High Point in a pair of highly contested 
games	in	front	of	packed	house	inside	Kimmel	Arena.	
 In addition to the national games, the men’s and 
women’s	programs	were	featured	locally	on	WMYA-TV	
four times throughout the seasons.

Bulldogs Honored for Academics
Four Programs Receive NCAA Recognition
 
 UNC Asheville led the Big South Conference with four 
Bulldog teams among those honored in May by the NCAA 
with Public Recognition Awards for their latest Academic 
Progress Rate (APR) scores.
 The Bulldog men’s and women’s tennis, women’s bas-
ketball	and	women’s	outdoor	track	&	field	programs	all	
were	recognized	among	the	19	total	programs	recognized	
throughout the conference.  It is the third consecutive year 
that	the	Bulldogs	have	finished	with	the	most	recipients	in	
the Big South.
	 Each	year,	the	NCAA	tracks	the	classroom	performance	
of student-athletes on every Division I team through the 
annual	scorecard	of	academic	achievement,	known	as	APR.		
The score honors selected Division I sports teams by pub-
licly	recognizing	their	latest	multiyear	APR	(the	most	recent	
APRs are based on scores from the 2010-11, 2011-12, 2012-
13 and 2013-14 academic years). 

Bulldogs Compete for Dog Bowl
Women’s Swimming Program Wins Inaugural Competition
 
 The UNC Asheville women’s swimming team won the 
inaugural Dog Bowl trophy, presented by Clean Environ-
ments, for their community service involvement through-
out the 2014-2015 school year.
 The friendly competition was based off of a point 
system in which the different Bulldog programs earned 
points though community service projects throughout the 
area in a veriety of different roles, including volunteering 
at	Asheville	City	Schools,	the	YMCA,	as	Big	Brothers/Big	
Sisters, and more. Teams also accumulated points towards 
the competition for attending and supporting other teams’ 
games during the seasons.
	 Following	the	swimming	team,	volleyball	finished	in	
second place, women’s soccer placed third, men’s soccer 
finished	fourth	and	women’s	basketball	finished	fifth	to	
round out the top overall teams.
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Bulldog Athletic Association Golf Classic

August, 2014
 The Bulldog Athletic Association Golf Classic was held 
last August over a two-day period at the Country Club 
of Asheville.  The event raised more than $100,000 for 
student-athlete scholarships.  Blue Cross & Blue Shield of 
North Carolina was the presenting sponsor.

 Community leaders Bruce and Carol Peterson served 
as Honorary Chairs, and the tournament had a record 75 
tee	sponsors	and	close	to	25	teams	participate.	Prizes	in-
cluded	two	winners	in	each	flight,	two	hole-in-one	contest	
winner, four closest to the pin winners and two straightest 
drive contests.

Women’s	Basketball	Unique	Games

December, 2014 and January, 2015
	 The	UNC	Asheville	women’s	basketball	team	hosted	
a pair of games this season with a large portion of the at-
tendance still in grade school when they hosted Education 
Day	in	late	December	and	Rocky’s	Readers	in	January.

	 The	Education	Day	game	against	regional	rival	Western	
Carolina featured an 11:30 a.m. tipoff and had the lower 
bowl	of	Kimmel	Arena	filled	with	students	from	schools	
across	Western	North	Carolina.		There	were	over	1,300	
fans in attendance for the game. 

	 In	January,	students	who	are	a	part	of	the	Rocky’s	
Readers program attended the game against confer-
ence	foe	Coastal	Carolina.		Rocky’s	Readers	is	a	holiday	
reading program  that rewards students who read over 
holiday	break	with	a	ticket	to	cheer	on	the	Bulldogs.	The	
game drew over 1,580 fans and was the highest attended 
women’s	basketaball	game	of	the	season,	ending	in	a	68-61	
Bulldog win.

Meet The Team Night

January, 2015
 The Bulldog baseball program held its annual “Meet the 
Team	Night”	in	January,	kicking	off	the	2015	season.

	 The	event	featured	a	catered	meal	on	the	floor	of	
Kimmel Arena along with a silent auction of baseball 
memorabilia and other items. There was also a live auction 
with vacation rentals. Bulldog alumni and current minor 
league	manager	Mike	Shilt	was	the	keynote	speaker.		A	
video promoting the capital campaign for the new baseball 
stadium was also shown.

 The “Meet the Team Night” allowed Bulldog fans and 
friends	to	meet	and	get	to	know	the	2015	UNC	Asheville	
club along with supporting the program’s enhancement 
fund.		When	the	night	was	over,	more	than	$19,000	was	
raised for the Bulldog program. 

Pink	Game

February, 2015
	 UNC	Asheville	athletics	hosted	a	unique	“Pink	Game”	
ack	in	February	when	the	women’s	basketball	team	hosted	
Winthrop.	

 The afternoon event started two hours prior to tip-off 
with close to 20 exhibitors from the Asheville area located 
throughout the Kimmel Arena concourse.  Fans got free 
samples	and	purchased	items	to	help	support	the	fight	
against	breast	cancer.		At	halftime,	a	Wine	&	Cheese	social	
took	place	inside	the	Mission	Health	Mountain	View	Room.	
and	breast	cancer	survivors	were	recognized	on	the	court.

 Following the game, a Runway Fashion Show was held 
on	the	Kimmel	Arena	floor.		The	latest	ladies’	and	men’s	
fashions	from	Belk’s	were	displayed.		UNC	Asheville	stu-

u A Look Back at 2014-15 Special Events
dent-athletes participated in the fashion show as models.  
 More than $1,000 was raised for the Play4Kay fund and 
the	Mission	Cancer	Center.		A	special	thanks	to	Mission	
Health,	Belk’s,	and	Sophie	Magazine	for	their	support	of	the	
event. 

The	day	won	the	NCAA	Women’s	Basketball	Creative	
Challenge for February.  Because of the creativity and suc-
cess of the day, UNC Asheville received additional funds for 
their	Women’s	Basketball	marketing	budget.		

 2015 Hall of Fame Ceremony

  February, 2015
 The UNC Asheville Athletics Department held its 
annual Hall of Fame ceremony on February 21 at Kimmel 
Arena.  This year’s ceremony saw the school induct three 
new members to its Hall of Fame.  This year’s class includ-
ed	former	head	men’s	basketball	coach	Eddie	Biedenbach	
(1996-2013),	former	men’s	basketball	player	Andre	Smith	
(1999-2003) and former women’s soccer player Hilary 
McKay	Williams	(2002-2005).

 Biedenbach was the Bulldogs head coach for 17 sea-
sons from 1996-2013. He led Asheville to a school-record 
256	wins,	five	Big	South	Conference	regular-season	title,	
three tournament titles and three trips to the NCAA Tour-
nament.
 
 Smith was a four-year starter for the Bulldogs in the 
backcourt	and	is	the	school’s	eighth	all-time	leading	scorer	
with	1,495	points.	He	was	the	2000	Big	South	Rookie	of	
the Year and 2003 Big South Tournament MVP as helped 
lead Asheville to the NCAA Tournament.
 
	 Williams	is	Asheville’s	all-time	leader	in	goals	scored	
with 53. She set a single-season record for goals scored in 
2003 with 21. The Asheville native was the 2002 Big South 
Rookie	of	the	Year	and	2005	Big	South	Player	of	the	Year.	
She helped lead the Bulldogs to two Big South Conference 
regular-season championships.

Alumni Challenge 

March, 2015
 UNC Asheville Athletics hosted its annual Bulldog 
Student-Athlete Alumni Challenge this past spring.
 
 The Bulldog Challenge represents an opportunity for 
student-athlete	alumni	to	challenge	each	other	to	give	back	
to	their	teams.	This	year’s	Challenge	finished	with	over	240	
total gifts, including over 200 alumni gifts, and the $21,000, 
which	nearly	tripled	last	year’s	final	total.

 170 new alumni donating to the Challenge, as the 

men’s and women’s soccer teams tied for the most alumni 
gifts with 61 each, while the women’s soccer team had the 
most new gifts with 46 new alumni giving to this year’s 
Challenge.

The ASHSPY’s 

April, 2015
 The UNC Asheville Athletics Department handed out 
its	annual	awards	at	the	2015	ASHSPY’s	at	the	Wilma	
Sherrill Center on April 27. Overall, 45 ASHPY awards 
were handed out to the Bulldog student-athletes, coaches 
and community members, in addition to senior sendoff 
videos from each team.

  Senior baseball player Hunter Bryant was named as 
Male Athlete of the Year, while senior women’s soccer play-
er Amanda Dailor was named as Female Athlete of the Year. 
UNC Asheville’s Male Christenberry Award winner was 
senior tennis player John Schubel, while cross country and 
track	runner	Adrian	Etheridge	was	the	Bulldogs’	Female	
Christenberry	Award	winner.	The	NCAA	Woman	of	the	
Year	honorees	from	UNC	Asheville	were	Leah	Wormack	
and Amanda Dailor.
 
 Hunter Davis was honored with the Bulldogs’ Biggest
Community Fan award, while women’s soccer head coach 

Hunter Davis
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Michelle	Demko	was	named	UNC	Asheville’s	Coach	of	the	
Year.
 Longtime Associate Athletic Director for External 
Affairs,	Mike	Gore,	was	also	honored	at	the	event	with	a	
special video presentation. Gore announced his retirement 
after nearly 30 years of Bulldog Athletics.

Our Turn to Play 

May, 2015
 The UNC Asheville Athletics Department hosted the 
annual	“Our	Turn	to	Play”	Luncheon	at	the	Wilma	Sherrill	
Center in May,  with close to 500 student-athletes, coaches 
and community leaders attending the event.

  The luncheon’s primary goal is to generate support 
for	the	UNC	Asheville	Women’s	Athletic	Scholarship	Fund.		
The	event	honors	women	as	champions	and	leaders.		Wells	
Fargo was the presenting sponsor for the event.
 
 Former LPGA golfer and Furman University alumna 
Brandi	Jackson	was	the	afternoon’s	featured	speaker,	talk-
ing about her collegiate and professional golf careers, as 
well as how she is currently assisting young female golfers 
and their families through the collegiate recruiting process.
  
	 Also	at	the	luncheon,	the	Trailblazer	Award	was	pre-
sented to longtime Asheville resident, business owner and 
celebrated golfer Ann Brandis.

 More than $30,000 was raised for the UNC Ashe-
ville	Women’s	Scholarship	Fund.	UNC	Asheville	Alum	and	
former	Bulldog	cross	country	standout	and	current	WLOS	
reporter Ingrid Allstaedt was the MC for the event.

Biedenbach Goes Into Conference Hall 

May, 2015
	 Former	UNC	Asheville	men’s	basketball	coach	Eddie	
Biedenbach among the four inductees in the Big South 
Conference’s 2015 Hall of Fame Class.

 Biedenbach is the Big South’s all-time winningest men’s 
basketball	coach	with	256	overall	victories	as	well	as	the	
all-time leader with 154 Big South wins. Now the third 
men’s	basketball	head	coach	to	be	enshrined	in	the	Con-
ference’s Hall of Fame, Biedenbach was 20-14 all-time in 
the Big South Tournament, the most wins by any coach. 

 UNC Asheville advanced to the Big South Tournament 
semifinals	12	times	under	Biedenbach,	and	reached	the	
Championship	game	six	times.	He	directed	Asheville	to	five	
outright/shared	regular-season	championships	(1997,	1998,	
2002, 2008, 2012) and three Big South Tournament titles 
(2003, 2011, 2012).  Biedenbach led the Bulldogs to four 
NCAA postseason appearances (3 NCAA Tournament – 
2003, 2011, 2012; 1 NIT – 2008), and the 2008 NIT appear-
ance	was	the	first-ever	in	Big	South	history.

Fall Sports

Volleyball
Big South All-Academic Team

Christine	Lakatos

Men’s Soccer
Big South All-Conference

Paul Egle, 2nd Team

Dan	Jackson,	2nd	Team

Big South All-Tournament Team

Paul Egle

Big South All-Freshman Team

Victor Aguiar

Big South All-Academic Team

Quentin Reynolds 

Women’s Soccer
Big South All-Conference

Amanda Dailor, 1st Team

Big South Freshman of the Year

Caroline Houser

Big South Honorable Mention

Heather Muller

Big South All-Academic Team

Heather Muller

Women’s Cross Country
Big South All-Conference

Erin Dalton

Sarah Heisner

Big South All-Academic Team

Adrian Etheridge

Big South All-Academic Team of the Year

Men’s Cross Country
Big South All-Academic Team

Caleb Smith

Winter	Sports

Men’s Basketball
Big South All-Conference

Andrew Rowsey, 2nd Team 

Big South All-Freshman Team

Kevin Vannatta

Big South Scholar-Athlete of the Year

Giacomo Zilli

Additional Honors
College Sports Madness Big South Rookie of the Year

Kevin Vannatta

Women’s Basketball
Big South Honorable Mention

Shonese Jones

Big South All-Academic Team

Jeannie	Buckner

Women’s Indoor Track & Field 
Big South All-Conference

Casey Greenwalt

Big South All-Academic Team

Adrian Etheridge

Men’s Indoor Track & Field 
Big South All-Academic Team 

Caleb Smith

Women’s Swimming
College Swimming Coaches Association of America 

Team Scholar All-American Award

u Highlights of the 2014-15 Academic Year
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Spring Sports

Men’s Tennis
Big South All-Academic Team

Daniel	Kripak	

Women’s Tennis
Big South All-Academic Team

Amryn Soldier 

Women’s Outdoor Track and Field
Big South All-Conference

Argia Gibson, 2nd in Long Jump

Big South All-Academic Team

Kasey Briggs

Men’s Outdoor Track and Field
Big South All-Academic Team

Chase Stevens

Baseball
Big South All-Conference

Tommy Houmard, 1st Team

Hunter Bryant, 2nd Team

Big South All-Academic Team

Hunter Bryant

Additional Honors
College Sports Madness Big South All-Conference Team

Tommy Houmard, 1st Team

Hunter Bryant, 1st Team

Brooks Wallace Award semifinalist

Tommy Houmard

UNC Asheville Director of Athletics 
Janet Cone Begins Term on

	NCAA	Men’s	Basketball	Selection	
Committee

 UNC Asheville Director of Athletics Janet R. Cone 
took	part	in	her	first	March	Madness	as	a	member	of	the	
Men’s	Basketball	Selection	Committee	this	year.		In	her	
role,	Cone	was	at	a	different	tournament	sites	each	week-
end in the tournament before transcending on Indianapolis 
for the Final Four at Lucas Oil Stadium.

	 Cone	was	selected	to	serve	her	five-year	term	on	
the	Men’s	Basketball	Selection	Committee	early	in	2014,	
and began serving in September 2014, attending meetings 
throughout the year in preparation for Selection Sunday 
and March Madness this spring.

 Last November, the committee gathered and began 
discussions	for	the	upcoming	basketball	season.	Cone	and	
the other committee members, with the exception of the 
chair, were each given approximately seven conferences 
for which they serve as the primary or secondary moni-
tor.		Each	member	was	tasked	with	focusing	on	monitoring	
assigned teams and conferences throughout the season.

 Committee members attended the NCAA Convention 
in January and reviewed what they had seen from their 
assigned teams throughout the non-conference portion 
of the season, one of many conversations the group had 
throughout	the	season.		The	committee	convened	back	in	
Indianapolis during February to go through a selection ori-
entation process, which included a scaled-down selection 
and	seeding	process,	as	well	as	a	bracketing	exercise.

	 Selection	Sunday	actually	began	five	days	earlier,	as	the	
10 committee members cast hundreds of ballots, watched 
countless conference tournament games and engaged in 
debate	over	dozens	of	teams	until	the	final	bracket	of	68	
was released.

	 “I’ve	learned	a	lot,”	Cone	said.		“With	the	Internet,	you	
can	really	track	just	about	everything	and	any	team,	and	
that’s a big help. I can’t imagine how tough it was on the 
committee members before all this technology was avail-
able.”

The UNC Asheville athletic department held a ribbon cutting ceremony in early May a part of an Open House to unveil 
the	new	facilities	at	the	Karl	Straus	Track.	
 
	 Director	of	Athletics	Janet	R.	Cone	was	joined	by	Chancellor	Mary	K.	Grant,	head	track	coach	Jesse	Norman	and	the	
namesake	of	the	Asheville	Track,	Karl	Straus	to	celebrate	the	completion	of	facilities.		Former	chancellor	Anne	Ponder,	
members of the community, the Asheville athletic department and multiple Bulldog teams also joined in the day’s activi-
ties.
 
 The new facilities will bring a timing center, a concession stand and restrooms to the complex. In addition to the 
track	and	field	teams,	the	Bulldog	baseball	team	and	soccer	programs	will	also	use	portions	of	the	facilies	during	their	
seasons.

Straus	Track	Facilities	Renovated
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The mission of the Bulldog Athletic Association is to provide the 
scholarship funds necessary to support UNC Asheville Athletics and 
annually fund our NCAA-allowed scholarships.

u UNC Asheville Athletics Annual Report

UNC Asheville Athletics would like to thank the 
BAA Board of Directors for their investment 

in our student-athletes

 Bruce Goforth Chair
 Ben Lewis Vice-Chair
	 Wilma	Sherrill	 Past	Chair
 Darlene Davis Treasurer
 Randy Davis Secretary

	 Mike	Burke	 Rich	Davis	 Junius	Grimes	
	 Bill	Newman	 Anne	Payne	 Parker	Spears	
																															Al	Whitesides,	Jr.																John	Williams

Student-Athlete Representatives
Joey Cutting               Anna Gelbach    

611 donors | Total Revenue: $231,300 | Average Donation:  $362

The Bulldog Athletic Association (BAA)

2014-15 BAA Special Events
•	BAA	Golf	Classic	•	Hall	of	Fame	•	Our	Turn	To	Play	•	

•	Baseball	Night	in	Asheville	•	Donor	Hospitality

u UNC Asheville Athletics Annual Report

By The Numbers
Total Student-Athletes .................................................207
North Carolina Residents ...........................................125
Out of State Student-Athletes ......................................82
Minority Student-Athletes .............................................48
2013-14 Graduates ..........................................................31
International Student-Athletes .........................................8

NCAA-Allowed Full Scholarships ..................133
Total Full Scholarships, 
UNC Asheville Student-Athletes .....................34
Total Partial Scholarships, 
UNC Asheville Student-Athletes ...................119
No Aid, 
UNC Asheville Student-Athletes .....................54

Bulldogs in the Classroom:
u67% of student-athletes have GPA’s of 3.0 or higher.

u75%	of	student-athletes	made	Dean’s/Chancellor’s	list

uStudent-Athletes earned an overall cumulative 
    GPA of 3.108

And the Community:

u	Bulldog student-athletes contributed to   
 more than 130 Community Service events, 
 including:

	 Manna	Food	Bank
	 Rocky’s	Readers
	 Breast	Cancer	Awareness	/	Coaches	vs.	Cancer	/		
 Cure vs. Cancer
	 Asheville	City	Schools	(tutoring/classroom	
	 assistant/special	events)
 YMCA
	 Western	North	Carolina	Special	Olympics
 Healthy Kids Day
	 Big	Brothers/Big	Sisters
 Mission Children’s Hospital
 Girls on the Run
 Boofest 2014
 Brandi Nichole Family Enrichment Center
	 National	Girls	and	Women	in	Sport	Day
 Free Sport Clinics

Attendance Total Average
 Men’s	Basketball	 22,933	 1,638
	 Women’s	Basketball	 10,244	 732
 Volleyball 3,159 351
 Men’s Soccer 3,716 282
 Baseball 7,413 275
	 Women’s	Soccer	 3,669	 334
 Total Attendance 51,134 

2014-15	Total	Ticket	Sales	Revenue:			$148,700
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UNC Asheville Athletics
www.UNCABulldogs.com

CPO #2600

One University Heights

Asheville, NC 28804-8513

Phone:  828-251-6459

Fax:  828-251-6386


